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STREAMING MEDIA PLAYERS

One of the easiest, ieast expensive ways to add 3 .
streaming capability to a TV, a streaming media ‘
player connects to your TV via an HDMI input,
and to your home network via built-in Wi-Fi.

What to Look For | iCloud. An Amazon Fire TV
» A player that has all of the | player if you want & gaming

Shopping Tip

Many players streaming services you want | platform and a dedicated kids
letyouuseyour right out of the box. More . environment, or if you have
smartphone or i services may be added later, | an Amazon Prime member-

tablet as a remote

control. With i bqt don’t assume that they ' ship.

some models, will—or that the one you !

you can mirror want will be among them. ! What to Skip

the screen of a .« A stick-style player that | « A pricier model with tons
smartphone or | plugs into a TVs HDMI port | of content if all you really
tabletonyour TV. | ifyou don’t want to deal with | want is Netflix,

50 that you can i another set-top box. i

enjoy the content . « A Rolcu if you want the wid- | What You'll Pay

on a big screen. i : )
& i est selection of content chan- | From $35 to $100 for most

i nels. An Apple TV media : models.
player if you have a lot of con-
tent stored in iTunes, on a
: Mac computer, or on Apple’s

For more buying advice,
go to ConsumerReports.org/
streamingmediaplayers.

All tested models In performance order.
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STREAMING MEDIA PLAYERS
Roku 3 Vg b | A,B,C,GP,H,HED, |
' | 2nd gen §00| 78 181060, @ | Rkt iygo N sHO STV |
Roku 2 o | A,B,C,GP, H,HBO, |
2| ondgeny (0| M [919:0:0: @ | Roku 6o N,SHO STV |

Ratings Key ©Excellent SVery Good (OGood @ Fair @Poor
CR Best Buy These maodels offer the best combination of performance and price. All are recommended.
Recommended These are high-performing medels that stand out.




TEST RESULTS
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BRAND & MODEL

FEATURES & SPECIFICATIONS
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STREAMING MEDIA PLAYERS continved
! N . ! A.B, C, GF, H, HEQ, i
3 | Roku1 $50 | 68 @§@§O§O§ @ | Roku  M-Go, N, SHO, ST, V | 0
| o {  AMHBO, |
ZJ 4 | Amazon Fire TV | $100 68 656:6505 C Amazc:nE N, SHO, ST ¢}
Roku Streaming P
5 | Stick %50 | 88 |81©,0/0; O | Roku [y HCORHHIE0
(HDMI Version) A : T T
; : TN C,GR H, HBO, |
wli 6| NVIDIAShield |s200| 67 |@ 80 S0 | o |M-Go, N, 510, ST, v | 2
Google | GRH,MBO, |
7 | hromecast $35 | 66 SS0Q & | Nomei . oo NSHov | ©
: ; 3 | AH.HBO,
8 | AmazonStick | $40 | 64 Amazon§ N, SHO, ST 0
Google Nexus ] ) C, GP, H, HBO,
9| player $100 [ 64 GP ! iTunes, M-Go,N, | 0
¥ SHO, 5T,V
Apple TV ! H, HBO,
a0 (3rd gen.) 570 B2 Nani ¢ iTunes, N, $HO 0
B,C, GP H, HEO, |
11| Mohu Channels | $100 60 GP M-Go, N,SHO,ST,VE 1
WD TV Media § ‘
2| Biaver $85 | s8 None | H,V 2
13| Vudu Spark $25 | 37 & @0 O | None | v 0
| o :

1" See company website for

all available services.

Ratings Key SExcellent ©Very Good OGood @ Fair @ Paor

CR Best Buy These models offe

Recommended

—

r the best combination of performance and price. All are recommended. ’
These are high-performing models that stand out.




